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These words from Jeremiah are a powerful reminder of the depth of 
God’s love for each of us – that He is in all things. I hope they comfort 
and give you hope as we start a new year, a new decade! I am sure 
those early pioneers of Underground Evangelism, later to become 
Mission Without Borders, were reassured by these wonderful words 
as they made difficult and perilous journeys behind the Iron Curtain 
to distribute Bibles to churches and communities. 

It is hard to believe that it is now 60 years ago that the Lord laid on 
the hearts of our founders the needs of the people in Eastern Europe. 
Since 1960 the Mission has progressed in wonderful ways no one could 
have thought of or indeed imagined. MWB’s work has responded in 
the face of rapid change but none of this could have happened without 
the ongoing energy and generosity of friends, volunteers, churches 
and supporters who have blessed the Mission with their time, talents 
and treasure. Thank you for your faithful loyalty and compassion.

I hope reading this newsletter will inspire you to partner with us 
on the next stage of our journey with the people of Eastern Europe. 
We are excited about the plans we are developing in 2020 and beyond 
and all that God has in store for us as a Mission – as we seek to fulfil 
our vision of seeing lives transformed, across generations, with hope 
for the future. 

With every blessing,

John Chamberlain 
UK Country Director

“ For I know the plans I have for 
you, declares the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope.”

Jeremiah 29 v11 (ESV) 
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After being invited to consider the work of the Mission by his pastor, Phil 
joined Mission Without Borders in 1956, at the height of the cold war, where 
he was involved in smuggling Bibles into Eastern Europe.

“Many in Eastern Europe had paid a heavy 
price for their faith – I met a chap who had 
been in prison for five years in Ukraine 
simply for having a bible.”

In order to keep a low profile, the Mission 
used a variety of vehicles to smuggle Bibles. 
Secret compartments were built into them 
to hide Bibles and care was taken not to use 
the same vehicle too often.

On other occasions, Bibles would be hidden 
on people. 

“I remember one old lady who had Bibles hidden all over her person. 
She was challenged by a policeman who told her he wanted to do a body 
search. She replied, “Don’t be stupid – I’m old enough to be your mother” – 
she was never stopped.”

Smuggling Bibles became a massive operation. On one occasion, 20 tonnes 
of Bibles were carried across the border into Ukraine. When they arrived, they 
found people who had travelled all the way from Siberia to receive a Bible.

The people’s thirst for God’s word and hope in the Lord made a large 
impression on Phil, who particularly recalled visiting a church in Ukraine:

“The church was made with plastic sheets for walls and planks secured to 
cut tree trunks for people to sit on. … I have never heard singing quite like 
it, although they had no choir – they just stood and sung their hearts out. 
I really felt the presence of the Lord.

 “ Telling others of the love of God and 
the difference he can make in your life 
is so important.”
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Supporting the
Persecuted Church

Phil visiting a family in Ukraine in the early 1980s.

Phil at his home in the UK.
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This declaration by the late Rev. Ronald Dunn is a statement you may have 
heard many times. It is a statement taken up in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians: 
‘Take up the whole armour of God… praying at all times 
in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.’ [Eph 6] 

And it is a truth exemplified through the life of Jesus. 

The gospels show us that Jesus prayed throughout his ministry and before 
each important event. He prayed to his Father before choosing his disciples, 
he prayed at his baptism, he prayed before his arrest, and he even prayed 
while on the cross! Whenever he acted, he prayed. Acts 2:42ff reminds us 
that the apostles and other early believers devoted themselves to prayer… 
‘and the Lord added to their number’.

Prayer’s importance cannot be understated and, as others have said, we should 
never undertake more Christian work than can be covered in believing prayer.

Across the Mission we have seen the power of prayer at work. We have seen 
lives transformed, we have seen people healed and we have seen proposed 
restrictions on Christian activities be lifted.

Our Mission staff teams around the world meet regularly to pray and we 
are extremely thankful for those supporters around the UK who commit 
to pray regularly for our work. Whether you use our prayer diary as a 
model for individual prayer, or you gather together to pray for our work 
in churches or at home we want to extend our thanks.

‘ The Christian Life is 
to be Lived by Prayer!’

If you or your church would 
be interested in praying for 
our work, please do contact 
our office – we would love to 
send you more information 
about how you can pray for 
us individually or as a group.
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Mission Without Borders wants to extend a huge ‘Thank you!’ for all the 
incredible support that has been given to the Operation Christmas Love 
appeal. Supporters in the UK showed huge generosity, donating around 
£30,000 towards our 2019 OCL campaign, for which we are enormously 
grateful. Operation Christmas Love (OCL) has an enormous impact across 
the six countries in Eastern Europe in which we work.

Scores of churches and more than 300 volunteers have helped to distribute 
30,000 food parcels to soup kitchens, to the homeless, to children in 
institutional care, to families, and others. Indeed, more than 85,000 people 
have benefited from OCL this year. 

Amongst these are the people of Eastern Ukraine.

1.5 million refugees are reported to have fled the region and the ongoing 
conflict there means that Ukraine is now the poorest country in Europe. 
There is an urgent need both for humanitarian aid and for help to stabilise 
the emotional and spiritual needs of the people. 

Partnering with churches and the local community, MWB supplied 1,500 
OCL parcels filled with food and treats to the people of Eastern Ukraine, 
as well as hygiene sets and other essential items.

Further West, in Sarny, a local church provided their building for 70 villagers 
to hear the Good News of Christmas given by one of the Mission’s staff. 

The village mayor, who was present, was very emotional 
as she spoke on behalf of those present:

‘The atmosphere has been so warm 
and wonderful. Your songs and 

preaching are amazing! For the 
first time in my life I realised 

the importance of reading 
the Bible. Thank you so much!’

Operation Christmas Love

As the celebrations end and the 
cold-winds from the Russian 
steppe bites harder, MWB’s work 
continues in earnest. Operation 
Winter Rescue work picks up 
the work that OCL began. 
Over the coming months 
we will continue to provide 
practical care to families, 
the elderly and the homeless at 
the harshest time of the year.

A family receiving a much needed Operation Christmas Love 
parcel filled with foods and treats thanks to you!



Changing Lives in Albania

31%
of young people aged 
15-24 are not in school 

or employment.
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Thanks to your help, Lulzim received a cultivator 
from MWB’s Seeds of Hope programme which 
has enabled him to grow essential crops.

Lulzim, proudly looking over his seedlings at the 
start of the growing season.

The first thing to greet you entering the MWB Field Office in Durrës is 
a poster displaying a verse from Romans 8:31: “If God is for us, who is 
against us?” Encouraging and uplifting words written by a child at one 
of our summer camps last year.

Certainly, there is need for hope. Albanians have faced their share of 
troubles over the years. Most recently they have seen an earthquake 
strike the area around the main office in Durrës in November last year. 
Many people struggle with poverty, lack of opportunities and high levels 
of unemployment. 31% of young people aged 15-24 are not in school or 
employment according to the World Bank.

So, it was a great privilege, as the UK director, to visit the country in early 
November and see the practical work MWB is doing on the ground thanks 
to your help. The severity of poverty and the daily challenges families face 
each day just to put food on the table for themselves and their children, is 
striking. But I was also deeply impressed by the practical and life changing 
difference the small but dedicated Mission staff and volunteer teams are 
making in people’s lives.



Please do pray for the Martini 
family and others like them 
who are looking to build more 
independent lives, and for 
Mission staff and volunteers 
for all their hard work reaching 
out to communities in and 
around Durrës devastated by 
the earthquake.

Breaking the cycle of family poverty
Education is key, and it was wonderful to see the classes for children which 
the Mission have organised in Durrës. These are particularly geared to 
help severely disadvantaged children from poor family backgrounds whose 
parents often do not display an interest or understanding in the value of 
education. Last year we also provided practical help, giving out 670 back 
packs and 587 school supplies packs to children. Donations have also enabled 
us to give out scholarships to students – 33 in the last three years. Of these, 
75% are now working full time in their degree specialism, such as economics, 
IT, chemistry and medicine. 

Meeting the families
Visiting, talking and praying with the Martini family touched me very deeply. 
When MWB first met Lulzim, his wife Shkendije and their four children, 
they were in desperate conditions. By providing a sponsorship, the Mission 
was able to provide monthly food and hygiene parcels as well as improve 
the family living conditions through gifts of furniture and household 
supplies. Lulzim was also given practical help through MWB’s Seeds of Hope 
programme, which has enabled him to grow essential crops and sell the 
harvest down at the local market. As the relationship between MWB and the 
family has grown and developed we have provided help for a water well and 
a cultivator. This has enabled them to become much more self-sufficient and 
Lulzim now works the land seasonally as well as doing construction jobs.

Eventually, the family started to attend church and were all baptised. They are 
incredibly hospitable, regularly inviting people over for meals and spreading 
the gospel within their small community. Shkendije now helps in the Women’s 
meeting at the church and in a summer camp for elderly people. Meanwhile, 
Zyria, their eldest daughter is now attending Bible college in Tirana.

Enjoying fellowship with them in their simply furnished house, I was struck 
by the beauty, serenity and peace of both Lulzim and his wife which can only 
come through an outpouring of the Holy Spirit. This is a family which has 
seen real transformation in their lives both spiritually and economically.
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Classes for children which the Mission have 
organised in Durrës thanks to you.



Here at Mission Without Borders the children and families we serve are 
never just a number. They have a face, they have a name. And thanks to 
their sponsors, each one has the ability to dream and imagine a better 
tomorrow despite the efforts of poverty to rob them of every aspect of hope.

Creating opportunities for children and families to thrive and not just 
survive. Through forming and strengthening relationships we see life 
transformation happen, day by day. Over our 60 years of work we have 
seen sponsorship make a significant difference in the lives of thousands 
of children and their families. This help is entirely dependent on you – 
our friends and supporters. 

Nick and Sarah Amott have been child sponsors for over 20 years. Nick 
explained, “we heard about the work of the charity at our church in 
Sevenoaks. Sarah and I had just started a family and we were blessed 
with children who had the privilege of growing up in the UK. We wanted 
to do something specific to help children less fortunate”.

Over the years Nick and Sarah have sponsored around 20 children, starting 
off with children in Romania. Currently they are sponsoring four children, 
Maxym, Myroslava and Karina who are in a home for children with cerebral 
palsy in the Ukraine and Iurie from Moldova. Nick also recently recommended 
MWB to his company’s charity committee who kindly awarded a grant 
towards our work. In the past they have also supported specific projects for 
example the conversion and refurbishing of a new playroom including bean 
bags, toys and tricycles.

Sponsorship Helps Build 
A Better World 
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Sponsorship
gives hope for a brighter future.

Sponsorship
helped refurbish a new playroom.

Maxym (right) at school.



If you would like to join 
the Amotts and others in 
sponsoring a child or family 
please use one of the 
response slips on the inside 
back page of the newsletter.
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“What we like is that a little money goes such 
a long way and we can see how our gifts make 
a tangible impact on the lives of children.” 
Sarah comments.

Both Nick and Sarah have different reasons for helping the 
Mission. Sarah is a trained nursery nurse so the help we give 
to young children in homes in the Ukraine strikes a personal 
chord. Moreover, Nick has worked in Kazakhstan and seen at 
first hand life in the former Soviet Union. 

They also both love the Christian context of all MWB seeks to 
do, sharing the hope that is found in Jesus Christ through word 
and deed. Summer camps are a vital part of this work, enabling 
young people to have loads of fun and make new friendships, but 
also to hear the gospel. “Our children have grown up into strong 
Christians and are an inspiration to us”, comments Nick Amott. 

“Great Gospel teaching and 
Christian witness was an 
important part of that.”

“What we like about sponsorship is 
how straight forward the process is, 
we receive regular reports back from 
the children and hear from them on 
developments and new interests”.

Nick describes their involvement 
as a “quiet continuum” of long-
standing support.

Myroslava (right) with a friend.

Karina (left) at school.

The Amott family at home in the UK.

Thank you Nick and Sarah.



Mission Without Borders has been very blessed to have had a great number 
of faithful supporters. One of these is Violet. As a child she saw her parents, 
who had very little, doing what they could to help overseas students during 
the year, particularly during the Christmas period, when cold and isolation 
can be hard.

While she considered going overseas as a missionary, she became a primary 
school teacher before moving to London to volunteer with a charity that 
helped support single mothers. When asked about her concern for charity 
work, Violet is quite blunt: “I believe in the spiritual and practical together! 
If people are starving they need something to eat, not just words!”

Now in retirement, she has a heart to use whatever the Lord has given 
her to help others in need (which, she explains, is easier because she has 
no dependents). She has given clothing to help those in need in the cold 
winters of Eastern Europe, sponsored families, and supported appeals 
throughout the year. She is servant-hearted to the core.

 “ Even if you haven’t got a lot of money you 
can put what you have got in God’s hands 
and he can multiply it!” 
On a recent visit to Mission Without Borders offices in London, she said to 
the office staff, almost in passing: “I’ve left money in my will for the Mission.”

Words cannot express how much generosity like this means to us. Leaving 
a gift in the form of a Legacy to the Mission, however small, does a great deal 
to ensure that the work of the Mission continues for many years to come. 

“We have so much!” She says, “when some people have so little!”

Violet, visiting the UK office.

If you would like to know more 
about leaving a legacy to MWB 
please contact us at our office 
or tick the response coupon on 
the back page.
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Building a Legacy of Love

A family in Moldova supported by Violet.



COUNTRY OF PREFERENCE:

 Moldova       Ukraine       Romania
(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)

Title:  First name:  Surname:

Address:

 Postcode:

Telephone:

Email:

 I would like to receive newsletters and bi-monthly Prayer Diary.

COUNTRY OF PREFERENCE:

 Moldova     Ukraine     Romania     Albania     Bosnia     Bulgaria
(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)

Title:  First name:  Surname:

Address:

 Postcode:

Telephone:

Email:

 I would like to receive newsletters and bi-monthly Prayer Diary.

Please complete this form 
and return it to:
Freepost RRCC-LEJL-ELCH 
Mission Without Borders
175 Tower Bridge Road
London SE1 2AG
Mission Without Borders is a company limited 
by guarantee and registered in England no. 1065601. 
Registered charity no. 270659.

Please complete this form 
and return it to:
Freepost RRCC-LEJL-ELCH 
Mission Without Borders
175 Tower Bridge Road
London SE1 2AG
Mission Without Borders is a company limited 
by guarantee and registered in England no. 1065601. 
Registered charity no. 270659.

CHILD
SPONSORSHIP

FAMILY
SPONSORSHIP

Please fill in this form and return it to us if you 
would like to receive a sponsorship for a child on 
our Child Rescue International programme.

Please fill in this form and return it to us if you 
would like to receive a sponsorship for a family 
on our Family-to-Family programme.

£18
per month

£18
per month

Thank 
 you

Thank 
 you



Yes! I want to help strengthen Eastern Europe’s poorest communities
I WOULD LIKE TO DONATE:

 £5  £20  £50  £100  Other £
 I enclose a cheque, made payable to Mission Without Borders. OR

 I would like to make a donation by debit/credit card.
Please debit my:  Visa       Mastercard       Charity Card       Debit Card

Card number: 

Valid from:  /  Expiry date:  / 

Security number: (Last three digits on the strip on the reverse of your card)

Signature:  Date:  /  / 
Please provide a telephone number in case 
there is an issue processing your donation: 

PLEASE DO NOT SEND CASH

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate 
Gift Aid is reclaimed by Mission Without Borders from the tax you pay for the 
current tax year. Your address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer. 
In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the box below: 

  I want to Gift Aid this donation and any donations I make in the future or have made in the past 
4 years to Mission Without Borders.

Signature:  Date:  /  /
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations 
in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. The Gift Aid claimed will be used to fund the whole of Mission Without Borders’ work.

Please notify the charity if you want to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address or no longer pay sufficient tax on your 
income tax and/or capital gains tax. If you pay income tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to 
you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Mission Without Borders is a company limited by guarantee and registered in 
England no. 1065601. Registered charity no. 270659.

175 Tower Bridge Road, London SE1 2AG
Tel: 020 7940 1370    Fax: 020 7403 7348
Email: info@mwbuk.org    mwbuk.org

MissionWithoutBorders @mwb_uk @mwb_uk

Other ways you can help our work and get involved
(please tick all that apply)

 I would like to pray for your work and receive your bi-monthly Prayer Diary.

 I would like to receive more information about leaving a legacy.

  I would like to be contacted about Mission Without Borders giving a talk at 
my church.

Data Protection: We will use your details to process your gift and keep you up to date with our work, fundraising and prayer support and events. We will not, under any circumstances, share or sell your personal 
details with any third party. You can read more about how we use your data in our Privacy and Personal Data protection policy at the bottom of our landing page on our website: mwbuk.org. You can opt out of all 
communications at any time by emailing: info@mwbuk.org, calling us on: 020 7940 1370 or writing to us at the Freepost address.

Printed on chlorine-free 
recycled paper containing 
50% recovered waste and 

50% virgin fibre from a 
mill accredited with the 
ISO14001 environmental 
management standard.

YOUR DETAILS:
(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)

Title:  First name:

Surname:

Address:

 Postcode:

Email:

You can also donate at

mwbuk.org/donate-appeal 
or ring us on 020 7940 1370

Please complete this form and return 
it to:  Freepost RRCC-LEJL-ELCH 

Mission Without Borders 
175 Tower Bridge Road 
London SE1 2AG.
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Make 2020 Special and Play a Part in 
Our 60th Birthday Celebrations

As part of the celebrations we will be attending various Christian events 
and have exciting plans to hold a special 60th Birthday reception in the 
Autumn for all our friends and supporters.

We would very much like you and your church to be a part of this year’s 
celebrations and help in any way you can. You may be holding a significant 
birthday celebration, retirement or anniversary. Instead of a present you 
could ask friends and family to donate to MWB’s work. Or, you could open 
your home for a small gathering of friends, family and neighbours – a garden 
party, BBQ or games evening, and ask people for a donation.

Perhaps you could hold a 60th anniversary service with a special collection 
made for Mission Without Borders, or a sponsored sporting 
event such as five-a-side football tournament, a badminton 
tournament, or even a snooker tournament!

We are planning a 60 kilometre (37 miles) walk 
along the ancient Pilgrim’s Way (1 kilometre for 
every MWB year). This walk, ending at Canterbury 
Cathedral is an amazing experience with beautiful 
views across the Weald and it would be wonderful 
if you would join us in aid of the Mission.

To find out more about any of these activities please ring John Chamberlain on 
020 7940 1370, email on j.chamberlain@mwbuk.org or tick the response form.

This year at MWB we’ve lots 
to celebrate. For 60 years the 
Mission has worked in some 
of the poorest communities 
in Eastern Europe, bringing 
practical and spiritual support 
to enable people to lift 
themselves out of poverty 
and sharing the hope found 
in Christ Jesus.

Thank you.




